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Introduction

Welcome to "5 Simple Ways to Invest into Your Marriage for 
Maximum Returns."

Whether your marriage needs to desperately get back on track, it's 
got a bad case of the "blahs", or you just need to "kick it up a 
notch"...there is something here for everyone.

Some of these tips may be new to you, but some may not come as a 
huge revelation.  Sometimes though, people need to be reminded of 
things that they already "know" so that they can put them back into 
practice.

I'm reminded of an example of that in my own life.  For about 10 
years, I was in corporate software sales.  I did pretty well, but there 
would be times when my sales would begin to decline. 

Thankfully about that time, someone would put on some sort of sales 
training, which would remind me of some of the basic things that I 
should be doing, but had slacked off on.  As I reintroduced them into 
my routine, my sales would begin to pick back up.

The same is true in marriage...and every other area of life for that 
matter.

These tips aren't a "magic cure" for your marriage, but they will 
definitely get you started with some actions to begin steering it in the 
right direction.

Because there is a lot more to attaining success than just actions, it's 
best if you use these tips in conjunction with the full "7 Keys to 
Unlocking Success in Your Marriage" system.

Otherwise, it would be kind of like saying that you want to make 
$10,000 from Microsoft stock, but only buying one share and selling it 
within a month.



5 Simple Ways to Invest into Your Marriage for Maximum Returns

Want your best marriage now? Visit www.MarriageSuccessKeys.com
5

© 2006 David Peairs - All Rights Reserved www.marriagevictory.com

You can't expect a huge return with a small investment.  The bigger 
your investment, the bigger your return.

Over the next few chapters, we'll go through 5 simple ways to invest 
into your marriage. As you go through each chapter, begin 
implementing the principles into your marriage.

I see that you are ready to make an investment into your marriage, so 
let's get rolling. 
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Chapter 1:
Two have become one...so actually

spend time together

"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.' 
'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer 
two, but one."
Mark 10:6-8 (NIV)

I know, this sounds so elementary.  But you wouldn't believe the 
couples who spend less time with their spouses than they do with 
other people.

And no, you can't count spending time sleeping in the same bed as 
spending time together.  I'm talking about quality time...when 
hopefully you are actually enjoying each other's company.

There are many husbands that spend more time than they should at 
work.  Because they come home so late, they miss dinner with their 
family.  Then when the weekend comes, they claim that's their time. 
So they golf all day with friends, instead of spending it with their 
spouse and family.

Now ladies, I can't let you off the hook.  Many wives, when the 
husbands get home after work, may throw the kids at them and take 
off to the mall or a movie with friends.

Or maybe there are so many scheduled activities, like multiple sports 
for each child or church activities, that keep husband and wife so 
busy running to and from that they don't have time for each other.

Then there are the couples that are in the same house, but they 
spend time doing their own thing.  The wife is reading while the 
husband is on the computer.  They are living as roommates.
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Remember those days of yore, before you got married...when you 
actually dated?

During that time you got to know each other by spending time with 
one another and actually having a conversation.  If someone had 
asked, you could have probably recited your loved one's favorite 
food, color, TV show, book, or sports team.  You may even have 
known their aspirations for the future and what they really wanted out 
of life.

Do you still know what those things are?

I know, I know...things change and life gets more complicated.  But I 
think we tend to make it a lot more complicated than it needs to be.

Slow down and take some time to get to know that person you're 
married to.

Here are a couple of simple ways to reengage with your spouse...to 
begin to spend some time together and get to know each other better.

1) Conversation time.

Conversation time?  What are you talking about, we talk all the time.

What I'm talking about is a specific time each day to sit down and 
have a conversation.

After getting home from work each day, sit down on the couch, 
actually look at each other (don't glare at each other, but make eye 
contact) and just talk about "stuff".

Simply do this for 15 minutes each day.

What in the world do we talk about?

Talk about each of your days, what you did at your job or at home. 
Talk about what each of you have planned for the next day.  Talk 
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about that next vacation you're planning or what you could do 
together the next weekend.

If there is a lull, ask questions of your spouse.  Pretend you've just 
met your favorite movie star and you want to know all about them.

But please, don't nag or complain about your spouse.  This isn't the 
time for that.

Now this is important - listen when your spouse is talking.  Don't be 
thinking about what you are going to say while they're talking. Be 
interested in what they have to say, or at least act like you are.

If one of you spends the whole time talking, that's okay, just make 
sure the other person gets the same chance the next day.  But don't 
continually dominate the conversation.

And don't do what my sons have to be continually reminded not to 
do...don't interrupt.

This time should be private, so send the kids to another room. Make 
sure they know what you are doing and that unless it's an 
emergency, to not interrupt you.

So you can pay attention, turn off the TV.  And don't carry on the 
conversation standing around in the kitchen while cooking.  If it does 
go past the 15 minutes, you can always continue the conversation 
while preparing dinner though.

It may be a little awkward at first, but don't give up.  Don't be insecure 
about it and don't worry about what the other person might be 
thinking.

2) Date night.

That's right, go on a date with your spouse.  Schedule some time, set 
up a babysitter, and go out with your spouse.
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It's best to schedule this as a weekly event.  But if your money or 
child circumstances don't warrant that, do it at least once every 
couple of weeks.

There are many things you can do.  One great idea is going to a 
restaurant.  That way you can continue practicing that conversation 
skill you've been learning.  You could also go play miniature golf or 
go bowling.

If you can't go out at night, a lunch date is just as great.  It may even 
be easier if your kids are in school.  That's what my wife and I do.

Try not to make a habit of going to a movie every time, for that 
doesn't lend itself to much conversation.

If finances are an issue, go to Starbuck's or just to the park.

Act like you're dating again and actually hold hands.  Men, open the 
door for your wives.  Ladies, let him be chivalrous.  And remember, 
you like each other.

Well, there you go.  Now go start your conversation time today, or 
tomorrow at the latest.  If you're looking for something to start talking 
about...talk about where you both would like to go for your date night.

Finally, pray that God will bless your efforts and time together with 
your spouse.  God loves you and your spouse.  He wants you to have 
a GREAT marriage.
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Chapter 2:
Build a proper foundation...so your marriage 

will stand strong through the storms

I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words 
and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who 
dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, 
the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them 
into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a 
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed 
and its destruction was complete." 
Luke 6:47-49 (NIV)

When problems come into a marriage, it's difficult to know how to get 
through them.  Sometimes the problems quietly sneak in like a ninja 
and sometimes they bust through the front door like a rhino.  If there 
is no proper defense, both kinds are deadly...to your marriage.

You may be wondering, "How do I learn about every dilemma that 
could possibly come into my marriage and then how to defend 
against it?"

Well, you can't.  That would be focusing on the problem instead of the 
solution.  All that negativity and knowing that you can't study all the 
potential troubles would only lead to worry, fear, and depression.

That doesn't mean you remain ignorant of everything that can come 
against your marriage.  It's good to have wisdom about those areas 
that are more likely to target YOUR marriage.

What do you do then?  What is the solution?

Let God into your marriage!
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He's the One who created marriage in Genesis, so He's the most 
valuable source for information on how to make it strong and able to 
withstand any problem assaulting it.

In Him, you have a defender against any attacks.  He will go to 
combat against anything that comes against your marriage...

...if you let Him.

Now that's the key.  You've got to let Him be God in your marriage.
He's a gentleman, so He's not going to force His way into your 
marriage.

The really cool thing is that He really, really loves you and wants to 
help.

He's standing outside your home, just waiting for someone to open 
the door and let Him in.  Frequently, He'll ring the doorbell, letting you 
know He's there.  He doesn't go away.  He's always there, just hoping 
that someone will run to the door, fling it open, and say "the house is 
a wreck, but come on in."

Even better...once He comes in, He'll start cleaning that house up.
He doesn't want you to clean it up all nice and tidy before letting Him 
in.  He wants to come in no matter what it looks like.  And no mess is 
too big for Him.

You have that choice...treat Him like a salesman and pretend you're 
not home so He goes away (which God never will) or realize that it's 
your best friend at the door and welcome Him in with open arms.

Through skillful and godly Wisdom is a house (a life, a home, a 
family) built, and by understanding it is established [on a sound and 
good foundation], 
And by knowledge shall its chambers [of every area] be filled with all 
precious and pleasant riches. 
Proverbs 24:3-4 (AMP)
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When you build your marriage on God and His principles, He will 
reward those efforts.  He will lead you to the marriage that's better 
than you ever thought possible.

Here are some simple ways to start allowing God to work in your 
marriage.

1) Read God's Word together.

One way to start is to simply read the Bible together after dinner.  It 
doesn't have to be anything complicated.  Keep it simple to start off.

Once everyone has finished munching on their food at the dinner 
table, break open the Bible and just read a chapter.  Start at the 
beginning of the New Testament or pick a favorite scripture or book of 
the Bible if you have one.

If you'd like, purchase a family devotional book from your local 
Christian bookstore.  You can always ask for their help in 
recommending something.  Then go through one devotional a day.

Like I mentioned in chapter 1 regarding conversation time, make sure 
the TV is off and that everyone is seated and paying attention.

If you have kids, include them in this time.  You'll start setting an 
example for them and even better, you'll begin setting the foundation 
for their future marriage success.

As you start going through the Bible, you'll come to a deeper 
understanding of how much God loves you and that He has great 
things in store for your marriage, your family, and your life.

2) Pray with or for your spouse.

Again, this doesn't have to be overly complicated.  Sometime during 
the day (I recommend starting the day this way), get together with 
your spouse and each of you pray out loud.

How do you pray and what do you pray about?
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Simply talk to God like He was standing right there.  Thank Him for 
loving you both.  Ask Him to help you love each other more and more 
each day.  Ask Him to protect your whole family.  Request answers to 
any problems in your marriage or life.  Thank Him for those answers.

Many couples are insecure about praying together.  Maybe one is 
embarrassed because they think they don't know how to pray.  I
encourage you to not let this stop you.  If your spouse doesn't want to 
pray out loud, don't make them.  Keep doing this regularly and 
hopefully they'll get to the point where they are comfortable doing it 
also.

One note on this is to not make your spouse feel bad for not praying 
aloud.  Don't discourage them with a word, a grunt, or a facial 
expression that says "I figured you wouldn't pray.  You never do, so 
why should you this time."  Of this, I am guilty, so I know of what I 
speak.

If your spouse won't pray with you, do it alone.  Specifically pray for 
your spouse and that God would change their heart towards Him and 
you.  Now don't pray for God to strike them with lightning.  That ain't 
love.

Quit hopin' and awishin' that your husband or wife would change.
Pray for God to work in them and change them for the better.

Be sure to include this next part too...while you are praying for your 
spouse's change, ask God to make you aware of areas that you need 
to change.  Then let Him change you.  There have been times when 
I've asked God to change my wife, and He's let me know that I'm the 
one that actually needed to change.

Now that you’re finished reading this chapter, pray that God will give 
you courage to act on these things and that He will bless your efforts.
Remember, God loves you and your spouse and He wants you to 
have a GREAT marriage.
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Chapter 3:
Watch your attitude

The greater part of our happiness or misery depends on our 
dispositions and not our circumstances. 
- Martha Washington

"Attitude?  I ain't got no attitude.  My spouse...now they've got an 
attitude!"

Some of you may be thinking that right now, but hear me out.

Does your marriage seem to be stuck in a rut, with seemingly no way 
out?

Well maybe it's time to check your attitude at the door.

Attitude is an area that we could take all sorts of twists and turns, but 
I'm going to try to keep it on one track for this lesson.

To start off, here are some quick definitions of attitude from 
dictionary.com:

- A position of the body or manner of carrying oneself. 
- A state of mind or a feeling; disposition. 
- An arrogant or hostile state of mind or disposition.

Think about your attitude around your home, your wife, your husband, 
your family.  Don't think about your spouse's attitude, you really can't 
do anything about that.  Focus on yourself right now.

Are you the type that is always complaining about something?

Are you constantly negative in what you say around your family, 
either about them or your situations?
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Are you a grumpy bear that stomps around the house and no one 
wants to be around?

Are you one that comes home and doesn't say much of anything to 
anyone, acting as if everyone is bothersome to be around?

These are just a few of the MANY attitudes that could be affecting 
your marriage, your spouse, and your kids.  And if you think THEY 
have an attitude, are they learning it from you?

Your attitude is not just the words you say, but how you say them and 
your body language.  Many people don't really realize the type of 
attitude they have.  Some do and try to use it for their own gain.

Now you know, your attitude has a HUGE impact in your home.  It 
can steer your marriage towards failure or towards success.

The good news is...you can change your attitude.  It's YOUR decision 
to make.  Good attitude leading to good marriage or bad attitude 
leading to bad marriage?

I know you want to do whatever it takes to steer your marriage 
towards success, so here are some ways to start developing a good 
attitude.

1) Ask your spouse about your attitude.

Oh my, that's a doozie.  I know, I know...ask your spouse?  That 
could open up a can of worms.

But you know what, it may just show them that you're willing to 
change and contribute to an attitude change of their own.  It could 
start a whole new level of honesty and communication in your 
marriage.

Now don't have a bad attitude when you ask them about your 
attitude.  Don't ask "I don't have an attitude do I?" with your hands on 
your hips and a sneer on your face.  They won't be very enthusiastic 
about being honest.
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Sit down with your spouse (not after you've had a bad day or 
anything of that sort) and kindly ask them "honey, I'd like to work on 
my attitude.  Would you give me your input on how I've acted in the 
past, so that I can change."  Then let them respond - without getting 
angry or upset over their answers.

2) Pray about it.

Now, take the information that you received from your spouse and 
pray about it.  Get alone and ask God if there is any truth to what your 
spouse shared with you and what you can do to change it.

Really listen to what the Holy Spirit is putting on your heart.  Now take 
that information and put it into practice.

To set you on the path to a better attitude, here are some things you 
can begin putting into practice today.

1. Be grateful.

Show gratitude towards your spouse.  Thank them for all that they 
do.  Husband, thank your wife for all that she does around the house.
Wife, thank your husband for providing for the family.

Thank them when they do something for you.  Be on the lookout for 
things that you can show them your appreciation for.

Probably more importantly, be grateful to God.  Start thanking Him for 
what you DO have instead of complaining about what you DON'T 
have.

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (KJV)
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2. Watch your words.

This could be a whole series in itself.  But in regards to this lesson, 
quit saying every negative thing that comes to your mind.  Start 
finding the good in things and speak those things.

Things as simple as:

This is a great day.  That was a good meal.  Wife, you're beautiful.
Husband, you're caring.  Kids, you're smart.

3. Use God's Word.

This is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Psalm 118:24 (NKJV)

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Philippians 4:4 (NIV)

Think of these scriptures when you wake up in the morning.  Type 
them and tape them up where you can see them all of the time. I 
have some taped up by my bathroom mirror (can't miss them if I want 
to look at myself:) and the other set is taped up right next to my 
computer (which I can see right now).

4. Smile.

This one is simple.  Just start smiling.  Now I don't mean the kind of 
maniacal smile where others are scared that you know something 
they don't...but a kind smile.

Smile when you get up in the morning.  Smile at your spouse.  Smile 
at your kids.  Smile when you get home.

Never underestimate the power of a smile in someone's life.

These are just a few things that you can start implementing right 
away.
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To have a good attitude is your choice and nobody can make that 
decision for you.  Until your attitude changes, your situation or your 
marriage isn't going to change.

And if you are concerned with your spouse's attitude, the good news 
is that once your attitude changes, it usually influences everyone else 
in the home.

Once you finish reading this chapter, pray that God will help you to 
have a good attitude and that it will be contagious, that it will spread 
to others.

God loves you and your spouse and He wants you to have a GREAT 
marriage.
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Chapter 4:
THE one word to kick out of your vocabulary, 

thereby leading to a more secure marriage

Whoever guards his mouth and tongue 
Keeps his soul from troubles. 
Proverbs 21:23 (NKJV)

Are you completely secure in your marriage relationship?

Do you think there is the slightest possibility that the marriage could 
end one day, with either one or both of you giving up on it?

Many couples don't have security that their spouse is in the marriage 
to stay.  The roots of stress, anxiety, worry, and fear are slowly 
weaving their way through the foundation of the marriage, generating 
small cracks that gradually get larger, eventually causing the home to 
crumble.

Also, with many couples, one or both of the spouses have the thought 
(either conscious or subconscious) that "if things get too rough, or 
don't go my way, I can at least get out of it."  They've mentally got 
one foot out the door "just in case."

There are a number of reasons for an insecure marriage, but today 
we'll focus on one.

That brings us to THE one word you need to kick out of your 
marriage.  That word is...

Divorce.

Now think back, does this word come up when you and your spouse 
have an argument, disagreement, or fight?
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Is it occasionally said, only during the really bad, knock-down drag-
out fights?  Or is it thrown around like beads at a Mardi Gras parade 
during every little disagreement?

If it's coming up at all, it's planting the seeds of potential marriage 
failure.  It causes one or both of you to have the mindset mentioned 
above, that there is always a way out.  And, it causes the stress, 
anxiety, worry, and fear that the other person may just pack up and 
leave.

In the past in our marriage, my wife and I would both bring up 
divorce.  One of the ways we'd use it was by acting like we'd be doing 
the other person a favor..."Well maybe it would be better for you if we 
got a divorce.  Maybe you'd be happier with someone else."  Oh, we 
were being so "selfless" and "loving". (Note - that last sentence was 
sarcasm:)  But that was just a lie of the devil that we were falling for.
Thankfully, by the grace of our loving God, we cut the word "divorce" 
out of our vocabularies and are securely still together.

Imagine a pro football player (sorry for the sports analogy ladies:).
He doesn't go into a big game with the attitude of "Hey, if I get hit too 
hard, I'll just quit."  That's part of the game.  He knows it will be work 
and he'll get smacked around.  But he's prepared for that and 
continues to play through it, without the option of quitting in his mind.

And...when that player is around his team and coach, he's not 
bringing up the possibility of quitting if things don't go his way.
Otherwise, the teammates and coach would not be too confident that 
player is going to play his best or even stick around the entire game.

By bringing up divorce, you are leaving it on the table as an option.
Instead...you must have the mindset that FAILURE IS NOT AN 
OPTION.

If you want to instill security in your marriage, here's where to start:

1) If you are the one bringing up divorce, stop it!  You can't 
control what your spouse does, but you can control what you do.  And 
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like we learned in the last chapter, when you change, it usually 
influences others to change.

2) Talk to your spouse about your resolve to bring security to your 
marriage and kick the word "divorce" out of your relationship.  If 
possible, agree together to never bring that word up again.

3) Replace the "D" word with something else...COMMITMENT.
Let your spouse know that you are there to stay.  That no matter what 
happens, you're going to love them.  It can be as simple as saying 
"Honey, I'm committed to you, to this marriage, and will live up to my 
vows of 'til death do us part'".  Imagine the sense of relief they may 
feel!

4) Ask God to reveal any other words you may need to cut out of 
your vocabulary.  Divorce isn't the only word that could cause marital 
tensions, so pray about anything else that you may be saying that 
needs to be left unsaid.

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 
Ephesians 4:29 (NKJV)

If you do these things, you and your spouse will both feel a sense of 
relief and renewed hope in your marriage.  I know...that was part of 
what helped turn our marriage around.

Lastly, some food for thought.  If you have kids, put yourself in their 
shoes.  What kind of fear, anxiety, stress, and worry could THEY 
possibly be feeling when they hear their parents bring up divorce?  Or 
even just when they sense (kids are pretty perceptive) the tension 
between husband and wife?

Now that you’re finished reading this chapter, pray that God will give 
you boldness and a good memory to cut the "D" word out of your 
vocabulary.  Never forget, God loves you and your spouse and He 
wants you to have a GREAT marriage.
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Chapter 5:
How to bring back those lovin' feelings...even 

if you thought they were lost forever

"If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have 
love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing.  And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me 
nothing." 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (NASB)

Whew, now that's some direct words from the Bible to start off our 
last chapter.  Without love, NOTHING else matters.

I'm not going to go into detail about what love is and what it isn't, 
aside from making the point that love actually is not a feeling, it's a 
choice.  Feelings change and fluctuate as often and as quickly as the 
weather. (I do go into more detail about love in my eBook "7 Keys to 
Unlocking Success in Your Marriage".)

Instead I'm going to go down the path of some practical things that 
you can do to bring love back into your marriage.  These things show 
love to your spouse...whether you feel it or not.

BUT, in the process of doing these things, the feeling of love may just 
be re-ignited in both you and your spouse.

So here are a few easy things you can do to invest into your 
marriage, thereby bringing in the returns of love.

1) To start, go through your wedding videos or pictures together.

This is a good way to stir up those old feelings you and your spouse 
had when you first got married.  You married this person for a reason, 
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so be purposeful to recall those feelings of love and affection that you 
had at the time.

Tell your spouse the thoughts you remember having when you first 
saw them on your wedding day.  Talk about the funny things that 
happened at your reception, and tell each other your favorite parts of 
that day.  Remember the excitement you felt as you drove away from 
the church as husband and wife. 

Now a quick word of warning...resist the urge to get angry about how 
it's not like it used to be.  I've fallen into that trap and it leads to 
nowhere.

2) This one may seem a little off the wall, but you must realize...your 
spouse is NOT the enemy.

When you and your spouse have these small battles that consistently 
build up over time, you can start to view them as the enemy.  Once 
that happens, you feel as though your marriage is a war, not the 
terrific relationship that God had planned for the two of you.

Like I mentioned in "7 Keys", satan is the enemy and he's using your 
spouse to get under your skin, just as he's probably using YOU to get 
at your spouse.  He wants you at war with one another, because if 
you're too busy with that, you'll forget about God, the possibility of a 
good marriage, your kids, and the things that REALLY matter in life.
You'll miserably take whatever life throws at you, not realizing that it 
doesn't have to be this way.

So remember who the enemy really is and recognize that your 
spouse is your partner, your teammate, your ally,...your best friend.

3) Make a list of all the things you love about your spouse.

If you're at a point in your marriage where you're really struggling, this 
may not be an easy task at first.  If you're having a difficult time with 
this then start with something small, even if it's something like your 
wife has pretty fingernails or your husband doesn't belch at the dinner 
table.  That's a start.
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Pray about it.  Ask God to help you make that list.

Once your list is complete, if you're really serious about having a 
successful marriage, there are a couple of things you can now do 
with the items on your list.

You could write some of those things on sticky notes and leave one 
for your spouse every day or two.

Or, you could also put that information into a letter to your spouse.
Yep, that's right, a love letter.  I did this and emailed it to my wife (I 
wanted her to feel she could read it without my staring at her) and 
she absolutely loved it.  In fact, she still has that letter.

4) This one is a two-parter.

First, quit talking negatively about your spouse.  That means to them 
or to anyone else.

Don't put them down and point out their flaws.  They make mistakes, 
just like you and I, but don't continuously bring those mistakes up.
Your spouse probably already knows and feels bad about them.  By 
constantly bringing those things up, you just make your spouse feel 
worse and drive them a little further away each time.

Don't tell your friends or everyone at work about your marital 
problems and how your husband did this or your wife did that.

As you continue talking negatively about your spouse, all you are 
doing is filling your mind with bad thoughts about them.  Eventually 
you're going to get to the point that you don't think there are any 
redeeming qualities about them whatsoever.  And it's all because you 
talked yourself into seeing them in that way.

The second action to take is to start saying positive things to your 
spouse about them.
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Husbands, tell your wife how pretty she looks.  Wives, tell your 
husband how good he looks.

I know, I know...these things are so simple.  But have you told them?

Tell them something that you appreciate about them.

And to go one step further, tell another person something that you 
appreciate about your spouse.  You can do this both when your 
spouse is around and when they aren't.  But the true test of your 
character is what you say about them when they aren't around.

So as a final assignment, every day for the next 30 days, implement 
one of the four steps we just discussed.

Just one?  Yep, that's a great starting point.  That's simple, right?

As you do this, your mindset will begin to change about your spouse 
and you'll begin to see them in a different/better way.  An added 
benefit is that your spouse will also begin to see themselves 
differently, in a more positive light.

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
Luke 6:38 (NIV)

This verse was specifically talking about love.  So as you give love, 
love will be given back to you.  The way you receive, is by giving.
Now that's a whole lesson in itself.  But make sure you aren't doing 
this merely to get in return.  That's manipulation.

I wrap this chapter up with this passage on love.  When I really, really 
looked at this verse a while back, it hit me square between the eyes, 
because I realized that at the time I wasn't walking in love.  Ouch.

"Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor 
boils over with jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not 
display itself haughtily.  It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with 
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pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. 
Love (God's love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own 
way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it 
takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a 
suffered wrong].  It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, 
but rejoices when right and truth prevail. Love bears up under 
anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best 
of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and 
it endures everything [without weakening].  Love never fails [never 
fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end]." 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (AMP)

After you finish reading this chapter, pray that God will fill you with His 
love and that you will take action in being loving towards your spouse.

As I've stated in the other chapters, please remember, God loves you 
and your spouse and He wants you to have a GREAT marriage. 
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Conclusion

Well, that's it for the “5 Simple Ways to Invest into Your Marriage for 
Maximum Returns.”

If you would like additional tips and valuable information or have any 
other questions about achieving success in your marriage, visit my 
blog at www.MarriageVictory.com or sign-up for updates at 
www.MarriageSuccessTips.com

I'll be praying for you and your marriage.

On to victory!

David Peairs
Author “7 Keys to Unlocking Success in Your Marriage”

P.S. - Help someone else's marriage, forward this eBook to a 
friend, family member, or anyone else who may benefit.

P.P.S. – To claim your copy of "7 Keys to Unlocking Success in Your 
Marriage", go to www.MarriageSuccessKeys.com.
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Essential Marriage Resources

www.MarriageSuccessKeys.com
Purchase the eBook “7 Keys to Unlocking Success in Your Marriage”.  

www.MarriageVictory.com
Our main website with various resources such as articles, a blog, a 
newsletter, and much more.
Visit our blog for insight into our marriage, further discussion of these 
principles, updates on how I’m sharing these principles, plus tidbits 
about other subjects like my family, what God is teaching me that 
may not necessarily be specific to marriage, and other miscellaneous 
goings-on.

www.MarriageSuccessTips.com
Sign-up for updates and the email eCourse “5 Simple Ways to Invest 
into Your Marriage for Maximum Returns”.

www.MarriageVictory.com/inspiration or 
inspiration@marriagesuccesskeys.com
Share with us how this information has helped or how God is working 
in your life and marriage, so as to be an inspiration to others.


